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Dear  R es iden t :  

 

Be tw een  Ap r i l  and  J u l y o f  2009 ,  U .S .  Census  emplo ye es  wi l l  be  v i s i t i ng  eve r y 

househo ld  un i t  i n  eve r y ne i ghbo rhood  o f  you r  communi t y .  In  o rde r  t o  conduc t  t he  

2010  Dec enn ia l  Ce nsus ,  t he  Census  Bureau  mus t  know th e  add r es s  and  ph ys i ca l  

l oca t i on  o f  e ach  p l ace  wher e  peop le  l i ve  o r  s t a y.  Ou r  Cen sus  emplo ye es  wi l l  wear  

o f f i c i a l  i den t i f i c a t i on  and  ca r r y h and- he ld  compu te r s  t o  c ap tu re  ph ys i c a l  ad -

d res ses  a nd  the i r  G P S  coord ina t es .   

 

W e  a re  r ea ch in g  ou t  t o  po l i ce  depar tm en t s ,  l oca l  gove rnmen t s  and  c iv i c  o r ga n i z a -

t i ons  t o  i n fo rm the  communi t y  abou t  t h i s  impor t an t  ac t i v i t y ,  t he reb y reduc in g  

pub l i c  conce rn .  W e  appre c i a t e  you r  co opera t i on  and  supp or t  i n  educa t in g  yo ur  

communi t y .  

The  U .S .  Census  Bureau  P a r tne r sh ip  S pec i a l i s t  work in g  i n  your  a r ea  wi l l  co n t ac t  

yo u  in  t he  n ea r  fu t u re  t o  answ er  an y q ues t i ons  you  ma y h ave .  

 

S ince re l y ,  

Ka th l een  N .  Lud ga t e  

Regiona l  D i re c to r  

Bos ton  Re gion                                                       

 

Fo r  mor e  i n fo rmat i on  go  t o :   ht tp : / / 2 0 1 0 . cens us . go v /2 0 1 0 cens us  
 

2010  Census  i s  D i ffe ren t  
The Census Bureau has changed the way it conducts the national count. 

Goodbye Long Form 

In the past, most households received a short-form questionnaire, while one household in six received a long form that contained 

additional questions and provided more detailed socioeconomic information about the population. 

The 2010 Census will be a short-form only census and will count all residents living in the United States as well as ask for 

name, sex, age, date of birth, race, ethnicity, relationship and housing tenure – taking just minutes to complete. 

The more detailed socioeconomic information is now collected through the American Community Survey. The survey provides 

current data about your community every year, rather than once every 10 years. It is sent to a small percentage of the population 

on a rotating basis throughout the decade. No household will receive the survey more often than once every five years. 

What  i s  the  Census?  

• The census is a count of everyone living in the United States every 10 years. 

• The census is mandated by the U.S. Constitution. 

• The next census is in 2010. 

• Your participation in the census is required by law. 

• It takes less than 10 minutes to complete. 

• Federal law protects the personal information you share during the census. 

• Census data are used to distribute Congressional seats to states, to make decisions about what community services to pro-


